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urban centers. This left many dwelling units vacant in rural 
areas and created a serious shortage in many metropolitan areas. 
In many sections of the country, migration played an important 
part also in the loss of dwelling units from the inventory. The 
volume of demolition and abandonment probably was greater 
during this period than in any other period of our history. 

This past decade surpassed all previous decades in its level of 
activity in the residential housing market. The accumulative 
effect of the depression of the thirties with a low rate of housing 
production, the dislocation of families due to World War II activi­
ties, an<l the improved economic status of families contributed to 
a tremendous demand for housing. 

Another important development during the forties was the 
increased number of seasonal ·dwelling units. The million dwell­
ing units reported as seasonal and vacant in the 1950 Census 
reflects more than 50-percent increase in the number of such 
units since 1940. 

The estimated number of residential structures increased at the 
same rate as dwelling units during the 10-year period. The large 
number of conversions which took place during this period had 
little effect on the number of structures. Evidently, the volume 
of conversions to multi-unit structures was offset by the increased 
construction of new single-family homes. 

Urban-rural and farm-nonfarm residence.-In 1950, the great 
majority of dwelling units were in cities and suburban areas, 
with only a relatively small portion on farms; 64 percent were 
urban, 22 percent rural-nonfarm, and 14 percent rural-farm. 

Because of revisions in the definitions of urban and farm resi­
dence between the two censuses, the figures for 1940 and 1950 are 
not strictly comparable. The revision of the urban definition 
resulted in a shift of approximately 7,500,000 persons from rural 
to urban, or about one-third of the total increase in the urban 
population since 1940. No corresponding figures are available 
for dwelling units, but it can be assumed that the definitional 
change accounted also for about one-third of the increase in urban 
dwelling units since 1940. 

It is impossible to determine the exact effect of the change in 
the definition of farm housing, but it is estimated that the change 
in procedure represented only a small part of the indicated loss in 
the number of farm dwelling units. Aside from the change due 
to definition, the loss in farm dwelling units came from two prin­
cipal sources: the migration of households from farms to urban 
centers, and the shifting of dwelling units from farm to nonfarm 
status because the occupants no longer carried on farming opera­
tions. Many farm dwelling units were left vacant and eventually 
abandoned as residences after the families moved. The gross loss 
from the 7.6 million which were classified as farm dwelling units 
in 1940 is even greater than indicated by the census data, consider-

TABLE G.-DWELLING UNITS !NSJDE AND OUTSIDE STANDARD 

METROPOLITAN AREAS: 1950 AND 1940 

1950 1940 1 Increase, 1940 to 
1950 

Location 

Number Per· Number Per- Nl,lmber Per-
cent cent cent 

-·-----
All dwelling units _______ 45, 983,398 100.0 37, 325,470 100. 0 8, 657, 928 23.2 

In standard metropolitan areas ____________ . ______ . 25, 626, 381 55. 7 19, 978, 157 53. 5 5, 648, 224 28. 3 In central cities 2 __________ 15, 119, 997 32. 9 12, 703, 111 34.0 2, 416, 886 19. 0 
Outside central cities ______ 10, 506, 384 22. 8 7, 275, 046 19. 5 3, 231, 338 44. 4 

Outside standard metro· 
politan areas ... ___________ 20, 357, 017 44. 3 17, 347, 313 46. 5 3, 009, 704 17.3 

1 Data are for the central cities and the counties (cities, towns) comprising the stand­
ard metropolitan areas as defined for the 1950 Census. 

2 The. largest city.in a s~andard metropo,lit!!-n area is the principal central city. Any 
other mty of 25,000 mhab1tants or more w1thm a standard metropolitan area having a 
population amounting to one-third or more of the population of the principal city is also 
a central city. However, no more than 3 cities have been defined as central cities of 
any standard metropolitan area. 

ing that almost one million new units were built on farms during 
the forties. 

Geographic areas.-By geographic division, the largest propor~ 
tions of dwelling units were located in the populous States of the 
Middle Atlantic and East North Central Divisions, each division 
having about one-fifth of the United States total. The smallest 
concentration was in the Mountain Division which, with about 
one-third of the land area, had only three percent of the dwelling 
units in the United States. There were substantial differences 
among the divisions in the rate of increase in the number of dwell­
ing units since 1940, indicating that the rate of household formation 
was lower in some divisions than in others and that there was 
significant migration from one section of the country to another. 
The farm belt States of the West North Central Division had the 
smallest increase since 1940, 13 percent. The Pacific Division, 
on the other hand, with its increase of 49 percent, reflects a big 
building program during the decade to take care of the substantial 
migration into the area. 

Standard metropolitan areas.-The distribution of housing 
inside and outside metropolitan areas demonstrates the continued 
long-term trend of families to move out of isolated areas to more 
concentrated areas in and around large cities. In 1950, more 
than half the dwelling units were located in standard metropolitan 
areas. Since 1940, dwelling units in the counties comprising these 
areas increased 28 percent, compared with the increase of only 17 
percent outside the areas. Within the metropolitan areas, dwell­
ing units in the central cities increased 19 percent, compared with 
the growth of 44 percent outside these cities. 

OCCUPANCY AND STRUCTURAL CHARACTERISTICS 

Vacant dwelling units.-In 1950, there were more than three 
million vacant dwelling units in the United States. The resulting 
"gross" vacancy rate of 6.6 percent was high, considering the tight 
housing situation in many areas. The "available" vacancy rate, 
which more closely reflects the true market situation for residen­
tial housing, was relatively small, 1.6 percent of the total dwelling 
units. Available vacancies include only nonseasonal, not dilapi­
dated vacant dwelling units which are being offered for rent or 
sale. The difference between these two rates represents units 
which were not considered part of the available supply because 
they were already rented or sold or were being held off the market 
by the owner, or they were for seasonal use or dilapidated. 

In general, about the same relative total supply of vacancies 
existed in both 1940 and 1950. A comparison of "available" 
vacant units cannot be made, however, since data for this category 
are not available for 1940. 

TABLE H.-VACANCY AND OccUPANCY STATUS: 1950 

Status Total Urban Rural Rural 
nonfarm farm 

I 

All dwelling units _____________ 45, 983,398 29, 569, 073 10, 056, 382 6,357, 943 
Percent ______________ -----. 100.0 64.3 21. 9 13. 8 

Occupied dwelling units ___________ 42, 826, 281 28, 492, 186 8, 613, 073 5, 721, 022 
Nonresident dwelling units ________ 127, 490 55, 640 27, 732 44, 118 
Vacant dwelling units _____________ 3, 029, 627 1, 021, 247 1, 415, 577 592, 803 

Available! _______________________ 731, 721 492, 591 146, 361 92, 769 
For rent _______________________ 516, 644 354, 266 105, 865 56, 513 
For sale only _________ . ____ ._ .. 215, 077 138, 325 40, 496 36, 256 

Not available _____________ .. _. __ . 2, 297, 906 528, 656 1,269, 216 500, 034 

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION 

All dwelling units ___________ 100.0 100. 0 100.0 100.0 

Occupied dwelling units ___________ 93.1 96.4 85. 6 90.0 
Nonresident dwelling units ________ 0. 3 0.2 0.3 0. 7 
Vacant dwelling units _____________ 6.6 3. 5 14.1 9.3 

Available 1 _________ • _______ ---- __ 1. 6 1. 7 1. 5 1. 5 
For rent _______________________ 1.1 1. 2 1. 1 0. 9 
For sale onlY------------------ o. 5 o. 5 0. 4 0. 6 

Not available ____________________ 5. 0 1. 8 12. 6 7. 9 

1 An available vacant unit is a nonseasonal, not dilapidated vacant dwelling unit 
which is being offered for rent or sale. 


